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Prez Sez...
Fellow MSRA members and friends,

                Montana car season is right around the corner!  I’m sure 
all of us are looking forward to getting our rides out from under 
the winter covers and onto the roads.  Our spring meeting will 
be a good kick-off event to do just that.  We’re meeting in Havre 
in conjunction with the Hi-Line Cruzin’ Association annual rod 
run.  On the agenda will be a decision as to where scholarships 
will be offered this year.  Please join us and participate in this 
important MSRA meeting.  A bonus will be a fun time at the 
Havre rod run!
 

Bob Degenhardt

May, 2015

The next meeting will be held Saturday, June 13, 2015 at:
The Havre Hi-Line Cruzin’ Association Rod Run show and shine 

location (Great Northern Fairgrounds in Havre)

Saturday, June 13, 2015 at 1:00 pm.

New Members & Ideas WeLcome



also sent letters about renewing their sponsorships and 
memberships.  

Greg Staples gave the treasurer’s report.  He reported that 
between the general fund and the scholarship fund there is 
$10,271.12 as of 12/31/14.  Please see the printed report available 
in the newsletter.  A motion to approve the report was made by 
Tony Patrick.  The motion passed.  
Roger Mudd, Helena Valley Timing Association, presented 
MSRA a $1,000.00 check for the scholarship fund.  He reported 
that over the last nine years his group has raised $82,000.00 in 
scholarship funds.  

Roger Boom, MSRA Vice-President, reported the following 
paid memberships/sponsorships:
 Business Sponsorships   -   27 paid
 Car Clubs   -   6 paid
 Active Members   -   43 paid

Committee Reports
Steve Sorg had already spoke regarding the scholarship 
committee.

Bob Degenhardt spoke about the membership committee.  
A formal committee has not yet been formed but current 
members are being asked to recruit new members.  There 
are new member and new business sponsors fact sheets that 
members can use for recruiting.  Copies of these forms were 
made available.  Marilyn Patrick will send “friendly reminders” 
to those who have not yet renewed for 2015.  Bob asked that 
each car club or city have an MSRA members help in the 
recruiting efforts.  These cities would include Billings, Helena, 
Miles City, Great Falls, Butte, Livingston, Missoula, and 
Glendive.    Flyers about MSRA, along with the application, 
be distributed at each car show being held.  The question was 
asked about any other car clubs in the state and how to get 
MSRA information to them.  

Old Business
Election of “Rodder of the Year for 2014” took place.  
Nominations at the October 5, 2014 meeting were Marilyn and 
Tony Patrick and Roger Boom.  Dwight Wade made a motion 
that nominations be closed.  It was seconded by Roger (?).  The 
motion passed.  Tony and Marilyn Patrick were chosen for this 
year’s honor.  They will take home the traveling trophy and 
keep it for a year.  Steve Sorg, Rodder of the Year for 2013 was 
given his permanent plaque.  

New Business
The following are new board members:
Max Cedarburg  -  Member At Large Representative
Gary Taylor – Business Sponsor Representative
Roger Mudd – Car Club Sponsor Representative

Minutes of the January 31, 2015 Meeting
Montana Street Rod Association

The January 31, 2015 meeting of the Montana Street Rod 
Association was called to order by President Bob Degenhardt 
at 10:00 at the Homewood Inn and Suites, Bozeman, Montana.

The membership book was passed around.  Twenty two current 
members and two guests were in attendance.  The guests 
were Gil Schwarze, Livingston Wheels, and Jeff Krause, MUS 
regent and Chair of the Two Year and Community College 
Committee.  A new member, Ken Hackler, was introduced by 
Steve Sorg.  Ken helps with the newsletter and is a business 
sponsor (Simply Designed).  

A discussion with Mr. Krause regarding the MSRA scholarship 
program was initiated.  The group was told about the 
scholarship fund contribution by the Helena Valley Timing 
Association.  
Mr. Krause talked about a system-wide program for aid directly 
given to students.  A foundation is being set up to that all 
students in Montana can tap into the funds.  MSRA could use 
this foundation as a place for donations to be deposited.  The 
Commissioner of Higher Education has said that the regents 
could research this idea.  

It was noted that 50% of 4-year students do not graduate within 
8 years.  

Steve Sorg, Chairman of the Scholarship Committee, spoke 
about the problem of getting students to apply for the 
MSRA scholarships.  He asked for possible solutions to this 
problem.  One item that was addressed was the amount of the 
scholarship awards.  Could the amount being awarded not 
be sufficient enough to make students feel that their efforts 
in applying were worth their time?  He also said that some 
schools were easy to work with while others were disinterested 
and hard to communicate with.  He was looking at ways to tie 
us directly to the state.  How to consistently raise 6 or more 
scholarships on a yearly basis is to be addressed.  

Steve Sorg said that there will be a short scholarship 
committee meeting following the general meeting at Johnny 
Carrino’s.  There will be a no-host lunch.  Following this 
meeting and lunch  Grant Callentine will host members at his 
shop located north of Belgrade.  

A motion to dispense with the reading of the October 5, 2014 
meeting was made by Greg Staples and seconded by Steve 
Sorg.  The motion passed.  

The secretary’s report was given by Marilyn Patrick.  She 
reported that letters were written to current and past members 
of MSRA reminding them about renewing their dues.  Current 
and former business sponsors as well as car clubs were 

Meeting Minutes
January 31, 2015 bozeman, MT
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Meeting Minutes
continued

A motion to pay the bills within the established 2015 budget was 
made by Doug Strong and seconded by Tony Patrick.  The motion  
passed.

The location of the next meeting was discussed.  Butte has offered 
to host the meeting in conjunction with the NSRA Appreciation 
and Safety Inspection event to be held on May 9, 2015.  Havre 
will be hosting the Hi-Line Cruzin’ Association Rod Run on June 
12-13, 2015.   It was decided to hold the meeting in Havre on 
Saturday, June 13, 2015.  Details will follow.  

Announcements
Greg Staples said that he will collect any dues payments.  Bob 
Degenhardt said that drag plates, can koozies and MSRA patches 
are still available.  Suggestions for summer cruises are always 
welcome.  The Helena Valley Timing Association will hold their 
show on June 26-28, 2015.  There is a show in Livingston the first 
weekend of June.  There is a swap meet at the fairgrounds in 
Livingston on March 7.  

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Tony Patrick with a 
second by Stu Coleman.  The motion passed.  

Submitted by:

Marilyn Patrick
Secretary
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Nickels Gaming 
Parlor 
Bob Gilbert

2100 N. Last Chance Gulch
Helena, MT

406-443-5554



MSRA Treasurer’s Report
  As of 12/31/2014
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minutes of the board of directors

Minutes of the Board of Directors
Montana Street Rod Association
January 31, 2015

The January 31, 2015 Board of Directors meeting of the Montana Street Rod Association was held in Bozeman, 
Montana at the Homewood Inn and Suites.  The meeting was called to order by President, Bob Degenhardt at 
9:00 AM.

Members present were Bob Degenhardt, Roger Boom, Greg Staples, Marilyn Patrick, Steve Sorg, Kelly Tribble, 
Tony Patrick and Dwight Wade.

Jeff Krause, MUS Chair of the Two Year and Community Colleges and Mayor of Bozeman, Montana was 
introduced.

A review of the organization’s financial records was given by Greg Staples, Treasurer.  

Steve Sorg reported that the business sponsorship program has been successful and a good source of scholarship 
funds.  Having a line item on the sponsorship application asking for a scholarship donation has been a boost 
in the donations to the fund.  He said that he would like to see an increase in business sponsorships from other 
major cities in Montana such as Helena, Butte, Missoula, Billings and Great Falls.  He would like to set a specific 
strategy to get this done.

Bob Degenhardt spoke about MSRA becoming more state-wide focused and getting more state-wide 
participation.  

Jeff Krause spoke to the group about his “mayoral perspective” regarding downtown Bozeman events.  It is a 
good way to build relationships with local businesses.  He also talked about the MSRA’s scholarship funds being 
distributed through a “pass through” foundation organization currently being organized.  

It was noted that MSRA does not hold a separate car show during the year as most of the car clubs have their 
own show.  Some of these events are specific to a charitable organization.  

The question was raised as to how MSRA brands themselves as an organization.  If we were to become a part of 
the new foundation, the specific MSRA identity could be lost.  

MSRA members need to encourage younger people to become interested in our hobby.  

As far as awarding the scholarships, ways to identify the best students was briefly discussed.  

Following this meeting there will be a general meeting of MSRA.

Submitted,

Marilyn Patrick
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THE ROD AND CUSTOM SCHOLARSHIP FUND DEVELOPMENT PLAN

DRAFT: For review and input from MSRA Members
Prepared by Elizabeth Scholl, member, scholarship committee

History
The Montana Street Rod Association (MSRA) was founded in 1974, later giving rise to funding scholarships for deserving 
students enrolled in automotive related programs in Montana Technical Schools. The funds for these scholarships came 
from membership dues and business sponsor dues alone. MSRA was at that time a non-profit membership organization 
IRS 501 (c)(7). This non-profit category allowed for scholarship donations but had significant fund development 
limitations.

Mission
In 2011 the MSRA allowed for members to donate to the scholarship fund directly during the annual membership dues 
collection. Nearly $800.00 was raised that year, demonstrating a growing interest and excitement within the membership 
to really make a difference for Montana Kids. The membership then voted to extend its mission, moving beyond that 
of a membership organization, and filed and received an IRS 501 (c)(3) status in 2014. This change allowed MSRA to 
focus its mission on promoting interest in street rodding and special interest automobile activities through the provision 
of scholarships to students in automotive and related programs in Montana technical colleges. It allowed for limitless 
fundraising and distribution opportunities. 

During this transition the organization tested out fundraising through MSRA merchandise sales, proceeds of which 
went directly into the scholarship fund. Can Koozies with a logo and tagline (art work generously donated by Brickhouse 
Creative) were printed and sold at various meetings and car shows throughout the summer of 2012. Nearly $350.00 was 
raised and it was agreed that this could easily be one of a number of successful strategies to create a sustainable fundraising 
effort for the program. 

In addition to continued donations to the Scholarship Fund annually during membership renewals, two car clubs donated 
significantly to the MSRA Scholarship Fund in 2014. Helena Valley Timing Association in Helena and Hi-Line Cruzin’ 
Association in Havre donated generously more than $2500 from their respective club’s local scholarship funds. The desire 
of these two clubs and the MSRA was to pool resources, and to streamline the distribution of funds to deserving students 
throughout Montana and grow the scholarship fund. 

In 2014 a Scholarship Committee was formed comprised of car club representatives and individual MSRA members and is 
led by the past president as chair. To date the Scholarship Committee has developed a preliminary logo, tagline and name 
for the program. This was developed to ensure a brand that differentiated it from other scholarship programs and to deliver 
the mission to engage the next generation of Montanans in our hobby and deliver the message of modernity built in a rich 
cultural history of street rodding. The tagline and logo exemplify this brand essence. The committee as well identified and 
developed the criteria for scholarship application, developed the fact sheet and met with key staff and leadership in the 
Montana University System (MUS) to discuss the best and most seamless approach to ensure effective distribution of funds 
to deserving students. Regent of the Montana University System, Jeff Krauss, is acting as the Scholarship Committee liaison 
to the MUS to ensure improvements over the past processes and that recognition and collaboration in local communities is 
leveraged. 

The long term goal of the MSRA Rod and Custom Scholarship Program is to raise funds sufficient to annually provide at 
least one scholarship at each of the technical and community colleges that have automotive and/or related programs. Under 
consideration in spring of 2015 is the Scholarships Committee’s strategy to raise more funds and pool more resources to get 
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scholarship fund donations from car clubs, businesses and members for deserving students through the MSRA Rod and 
Custom Scholarship Program. The proposed short and long term Fund Development Strategies proposed for the MSRA 
Rod and Custom Scholarship Program are:

	 •		Annually	solicit	Scholarship	Fund	donations	from	individual	and	family	members,	business	sponsors	and	car	
clubs through the annual membership renewal letter and form (letter may include updates on the year’s successes 
in fundraising as well as sharing stories of deserving MSRA Rod and Custom Scholarship recipients).

	 •		Recruit	additional	car	club	members	to	donate	a	portion	of	their	own	local	scholarship	funds	to	the	MSRA	
scholarship program and become partners in the Rod and Custom Scholarship offering.

	 •		The	MSRA	newsletter	comes	out	3	times	a	year.	An	article	about	the	Rod	and	Custom	Scholarship	Program	
telling a feature story about the Program in each publication (could be a recipient, a school program interview 
with staff or faculty and students, a community member or business and why they donate etc.) as well as the 
opportunity to send a check into the Scholarship Fund (“the ask” and address).

	 •		A	telephone	and	personal	visit	campaign	by	the	executive	committee	of	the	board	and	identified	member	
volunteers to directly solicit key new donors or directly ask existing donors for Scholarship Fund donation 
increases. There should be identified goals at the end of each year for the following year to achieve a designated 
increase in funds. 

	 •		An	annual	“SWAG”	item,	a	merchandise	item	that	can	be	used	to	raise	awareness	and	realize	revenue	for	the	
MSRA Rod and Custom Scholarship fund. This item has 6 donated logos (tagline remains the same) for use over 
the next few years to ensure a fresh “look” to new and existing markets (thanks to Brickhouse Creative). The chair 
of the scholarship committee is responsible for ordering the merchandise (in partnership with the board budget 
and the executive committee) and the scholarship committee members are responsible to develop and execute 
the annual distribution plan for the merchandise.

The final Fund Development Plan will be presented to the MSRA membership at the spring meeting. The execution of the 
plan will commence in summer of 2015 and be ongoing. All members will be notified in the spring newsletter and online at 
Montanasra.org about the plan and how they can help.

Fundraising goals for 2015:

*Increases come from a combination of increased giving by existing parties and an increase in the number of parties 
participating (i.e. increase membership numbers, increase number of business sponsors, increase the number of car clubs 
partnering in the scholarship program).

For questions or input on this plan, please contact Steve Sorg, MSRA Scholarship Committee Chair, (406) 599-9618, e-mail 
at sorg1932@gmail.com. 

continued
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Homemaking Tips You Should Know

Food Storage Tips:
◆ Take your bananas apart when you get home from the store and they will not ripen so fast.
◆ Store your open chunks of cheese in aluminum foil.  The cheese will stay fresh longer and will not mold.

Cooking Tips:
◆  Green peppers with three bumps on the bottom are sweeter and better for eating.  Green peppers with four bumps 

on the bottom are firmer and better for cooking.
◆  Add a teaspoon of water when frying ground beef.  It will help pull the grease away from the meat while cooking.
◆  Add garlic immediately to a recipe if you want a lighter garlic taste and at the end of the recipe if you want a more 

garlicky taste.
◆  Reheating Pizza - Heat leftover pizza in a nonstick skillet on top of the stove.  Set heat to medium-low and heat until 

warm.  This keeps the crust crispy.  No more soggy microwave pizza.
◆  Flexible Vacuum – To get something out of a heat register or from under the fridge, attach an empty paper towel or 

gift wrap roll to your vacuum.  It can be flattened to get in narrow openings.
◆  Reducing Static Cling – Pin a small safety pin to the seam of your slip or slacks and you will no longer have a clingy 

skirt,  dress or slacks.  Voila! Static is gone.
◆  Foggy Windshield – Buy a chalkboard eraser and keep it in the glove box of your car.  When windows fog, rub them 

with the eraser.  It works better than a cloth!
◆  Re-opening An Envelope -  If you seal an envelope and then realize you forgot to include something inside, just 

place your sealed envelope in the freezer for an hour or two.  It unseals easily.
◆  Goodbye Fruit Flies – To get rid of annoying fruit flies, take a small glass, fill it ½ full with apple cider vinegar and 

add 2 drops of dish washing liquid.  Mix well.  You will find those flies drawn to the cup and gone forever.
◆  Get Rid of Ants – Put small piles of cornmeal where you see ants.  They eat it and take it “home”.  But they cannot 

digest it, so it kills them.  It may take a week or so, especially if it rains, but it works.  The best part is that you do not 
have to worry about pets or small children being harmed by the pest-killer.

Interesting Info:

“Machinist’s Workshop” recently published information on various penetrating oils. The magazine reports they tested these 
products for “break out “torque” on rusted nuts and bolts. A subjective test was made of popular penetrating oils, with the 
unit of merit being the torque required to remove the nut from a “scientifically rusted” bolt.  Average torque load to loosen 
nut:

No Oil used ……………………516 foot pounds
WD-40 ………………… ……..238 foot pounds
PB Blaster …………………….214 foot pounds
Liquid Wrench ………………….127 foot pounds
Kano Kroil …………………….106 foot pounds
ATF/Acetone mix…………………. 53 foot pounds

The ATF/Acetone mix is a “home brew” mix of 50/50 automatic transmission fluid and acetone. Note this “home brew” 
released bolts better than any commercial product in this one particular test. Our local machinist group mixed up a batch, 
and we all now use it with equally good results. Note also that Liquid Wrench is almost as good as Kroil for 20% of the 
price. ATF/Acetone mix is best, but you can also use ATF and lacquer thinner in a50/50 mix. ATF = Any type of Automatic 
Transmission Fluid. This version of the story was in one of the Military Vehicle Club newsletters.
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Elizabeth Schuyler Scholl 
CHAIRMAN AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 

Ecolibrium.com 

escholl@ecolibrium.com 

PO Box 852, Bozeman, MT 59771-0852 

Mobile 406.579.2996   Tel 406.219.3202 
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studio
Brandon Mead
bmeadstudio@gmail.com  •  Bozeman, MT
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Randash Auto, Inc.
 Edward V. Randash

406.670.5577
5124 Laurel Rd.,  Billings, MT 59101

www.randashauto.com

pioneer street rods annual charity cruise

Don Brocopp
3927 1st Ave S.

Billings, MT 59103

Intermountain 
Distributing Co.
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SUPPORT THE
BUSINESS

SPONSORS THAT
SUPPORT MONTANA

STREET ROD
ASSOCIATION

1932 Ford pickup rolling chassis includes: pickup 
bed; four 15” chrome reverse wheels; original ‘K’ 
member and cross members; front fender braces; 
radiator; headlight bar; and steering box and col-
umn with original key in column lock. The torque 
tube and rear end were chromed in the 1960’s 
Price: $3500

Wally Hammett, Roundup, MT
Phone: 406.323.1695
email: whammett30sotonsra@midrivers.com

1938 Dodge Pickup
Can be used for parts or as a project car

$1500

1939 Plymouth Coupe
400 Mopar

$12,000

1965 Plymouth Barracuda
$8500

‘30’s to ‘50’s Style Gas Pumps
Available (will restore)

Call Ron Brandt
406-587-3064

Big Sky Collision Center

Ross Johnston
150 New Ventures Drive

Bozeman, MT 59718
406-585-2699

www.bigskycollisioncenter.com
ross@bigskycollisioncenter.com

FOR SALE:
1966 Mercury 4 dr. Montclair, 30- engine with 2 barrel 
carburetor, rebuilt motor and C6 tranny, brown in color, 
drive train is good, paint and interior both in very good 
shape.  Odometor: 75,447 miles.  $6000.  
Call Merlin at 406-265-9381

1966 Mercury 4 dr. Sedan Park Lane Breezeway, 410 
Maurder engine with 4 barrel carburetor.  Drive train 
is good, paint and interior is in very good condition.  
$10,855. Call Merlin at 406-265-9381.

1962 Corvair Monza 900 Coupe, complete running car 
with new tires, shocks and many extra parts.  $1750.  
Call Max at 406-379-2387.

1953 Olds 88, 2 dr. HT with 4 dr. parts car, 455 Olds and 
Turbo 400 Transmission includes Nova or Camaro 
sub-frame.  $2500.  Call Max at 406-379-2387. 

1961 Cadillac, 2 dr. HT with parts car.  $2500.  
Call Max at 406-379-2387.

1946 Cessna 140 Plane.  ETAF 4062, 436 SMOH.  
$17,500.  Call Max at 406-379-2387.

LOOKING FOR:  
1950 original Chev. 4 dr.  Call Leo at 406-372-3182
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FOR SALE

1947 Buick 2 door Fast Back
1950 Buick 2 door Fast Back w/Camaro 

Sub-Frame
1950 Buick 4 door

1957 Buick Convertible Special
1966 Plymouth Sport Fury Convertible 

$5800
2 ea. 1947 Buick 2 door 
Fast Back Roadmaster

1948 Buick Super 4 door
1949 Buick 2 door Fast Back

2 ea. 1950 Buick 2 door Hard Top

Call Reggie Dangerfield
(406) 252-3301

For Sale
1953 Ford Pickup, S-10 Front Suspension Clip

302 Automatic Overdrive
Nicely Upholstered
Great Stereo System

Asking $6500

Great Starter For the Price

Call Gordon Stroh
(520) 207-4028

Rick and Lori Strozzi
21 East Legion Ave.

Whitehall, MT 59759
406-287-9212

Taylor’s Used 
Auto Parts

Gary Taylor
126 Bluebird Lane

Whitehall, MT 59759
406-287-3641

Paul Bunyan’s  
Sandwich Shop

3150 Busch Street
Butte, MT

Jim Ayers

406-494-7817
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